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Abstract 
 
IP as a networking technology has the disadvantage that every link must have a unique prefix. That 
means that routers must be configured with prefixes for each port, and nodes that move to a 
different link must change their IP address. In contrast, bridges (Ethernet switches) can glue many 
links together into what looks to IP to be one big Ethernet. However, bridge technology has 
disadvantages such as suboptimal routes, lack of features such as load-splitting, and fragility. 
TRILL (TRansparent Interconnection of Lots of Links) is a working group in IETF standardizing a 
echnology that fits between layers 2 and 3, giving the advantages of both. This talk gives an 
overview of TRILL, but also covers some of the contentious issues, some of the surprising technical 
problems, and some potential research problems. 
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